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PRESIDENT’S 
WELCOME

Dear AIYA members, partners, supporters and 
followers,

Welcome to the 2019 edition of the AIYA Annual! 
We hope this summary of the year’s events provides 
some insight for readers into AIYA, whether you’re a 
first-time observer of our organisation or a long-term 
member. 2019 has been another exciting year for us 
with increased event offerings, stronger partnerships 
and new committee members.  We have a team of 
150 geographically dispersed volunteers who work 
together to host dynamic and relevant events and 
initiatives for our diverse membership.

With the Australia-Indonesia relationship continually 
changing and interest in the relationship wide-
ranging, our Chapters have aimed to deliver many 
different types of events to suit. Language exchanges, 
sporting days, trivia nights, networking events, 
academic seminars…you name it, the talented and 
semangat committee members of our Chapters have 
endeavoured to showcase the best of the bilateral 
relationship while also tackling heavy-hitting cultural, 
political and social topics.

Throughout the year, AIYA, across the two countries 
has hosted over 300 events and I can only thank the 
committees for the countless hours they have put into 
making each and every one of them happen. Each 
committee has creatively adapted to challenges faced 
in their respective states, territories and provinces, and 
learnt so much along the way.

Alongside our regular events, milestones for the 
year have included launching the 2019 AIYA Survey, 
reaching almost 4,000 subscribers of our weekly AIYA 
Links e-newsletter, submitting to the Parliamentary 
Review of the IA-CEPA and hosting a youth panel 
at the Indonesia-Australia Business Council (IABC) 
Conference.

Earlier this year, we had a change of committee at 
the National level and our newly-elected directors 
Sophie Hewitt, Owen James, Dan Trevanion and Josh 
Sutedjo have all stepped up into their portfolios with 
immense passion. Sophie has been innovative this 
year in her transition from the Operations portfolio 
to her role as Secretary to highlight the need for key 
policy documents which keep us running smoothly 
from the inside. Owen as Operations Director is 
leading the charge in not only coordinating Chapter 
operations but also organising AIYA’s inaugural 
Congress which will be held in Sydney and Jakarta 
in February 2020.

With these changes, it means we also had to say 
thank you and farewell to our immediate past 
National President, Nicholas Mark for all of the work 
he has done for the organisation since helping to 
launch AIYA New South Wales Chapter in 2014. We 
have also farewelled directors Sam Shlansky and 
Disty Winata, two people who brought so many fresh 
ideas and much enthusiasm to the National team. 
While it is sad to see them go, it is a pleasure to tell 
you that former treasurer and secretary Sheila Hie 
and Melanie Kilby have remained  as co-directors of 
the National Australia-Indonesia Language Awards 
(NAILA). This year’s awards, held in Melbourne on 6 
December, saw some amazing submissions and all 
of the winners were truly outstanding.

Finally, AIYA exists thanks to the enormous support 
we receive from the Australia-Indonesia Institute 
(AII) so we would like to thank them for providing 
us with continued funding for the 2019/20 financial 
year. Alongside the AII, we work closely with a range 
of organisations and we look forward to continuing 
these  initiatives with our many partners in 2020. 
We hope to see you at an AIYA event in 2020!   
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Salam, 

Clarice Campbell




